Givrick and the Literary C/nl>.      1A.T>.1704.
ha one evening attacked Mr. Hurke, in so rude a manner, lluit all the company testified their displeasure ; and at their next meeting his reception was .such, that he never i:aine again1.
lie is ct[ually inaccurate \vith respect to Mr. (iarriek, of whom he says, 'he trusted that the least intimation of a desire in euine among us, would procure him a ready admission ; but in this lie-was mistaken. Johnson consulted me upon it ; and when 1 could find no objection to receiving him, exclaimed, " He will disturb us by his buffoonery ;"• - and afterwards so managed matters that he was never formally proposed, and, by consequence, never admitted11.'
In justice both to Mr. Garrick and Dr. Johnson, I think it necessary to rectify this mis-statement. The truth is, that not very long after the institution of our club, Sir Joshua Reynolds was .speaking of it to Garrirk, ' I like it tutieh, (said he,) I think 1 shall be of you.' When Sir Joshua mentioned this to ])r. Johnson, he was much displeased with the actor's conceit, * lie II be of us, (said Johnson) how does he know we will permit him? The first Duke in Kngland hits no right to hold such language. However, when trarrick was regularly proposed some time afterwards, Johnson, though he had taken a momentary offence at his arrogance, warmly and kindly .supported him, and
1 From Sir Joshua Keynnlcls. UOSWKI.U The. Knight having refused to pay 1m portion of the roc.kon.lng for supper, because he usually cat no supper at home, Johnson observed, ' Sir John, Sir, is a very unclttbablt man.1 DURNBY. Hawkins (Life, p. 331) Bays that 'Mr. Dyer had contracted a fatal intimacy with some persons of desperate fortunes, who were: dealers in India .stuck, ai a time when the affairs of tilt) company were in a state of fluctuation.' Malnne, commenting' on tills passage, .says lliat 'under these words Mr. JUirke is darkly alluded to, together with his cousin.' He adds that the character given of Dyer by Hawkins 'is discoloured by the malignant prejudices of that .shallow writer, who,
haviiifj quarrelled with Mr, Ittirkc, carried his enmity even to Mr. Durke'si friends.1 I'rior's tW<tl<iti<\ p. 419. See also unit; p, 27. Hawkins (f,j/l', p. 420) B«itt of Cold-smith :—' An lie wrote for the booksellers, we at the Club looked on him a« a mere literary drudge, equal to the task of compiling and translating, but little capable of original, and still less of poetical composition.' " Lift of Johnson, p. 425, Hi is-WKI.I,. Hawkins is 'equally innc curate1 in Haying' that Johnson w;ih M<> constant at our meeti'iiu* a* never to absent himself,' (//'. p. ,|,!,|.) See />rix/, Jolinsdii's letter to t.iiii^tnn of March y, 1766, wlu-re lie snyt. : ' Dyer is constant at the I'lull ; flaw-kins is remiss; I am not over diligent.'
hection of Percy and Chambers is placed in 1765.
